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this time, saying, "If this will not cure you, then the cause of your
poverty is too deep seated for any remedy."
"None of my friends and relatives," Tzu-chun said to himself,
"has showed the slightest interest in me when I am destitute. This
old man alone has come to my help, not once but three times. How
can I thank him enough?" Then he said to the old man, "With
what you have just given me I shall be able to restore myself
to the society of my friends and give assistance to needy widows
and orphans. I am most grateful to you, venerable sir, for your
kindness and shall place myself at your disposal as soon as I have
attended to my worldly affairs."
"That is what I have been hoping for," said the old man. "Meet
me next year on the first day of the middle decade of the first
month under the two locust trees before the temple of Laotze."
At this time there were a great many widows and orphans south
of the Huai. Accordingly Tzu-chun repaired himself to Yangchou
and there bought ten thousand acres of fertile land and built hun-
dreds of cottages along the main roads. He summoned all the
widows and orphans to him and established them in the cottages.
Then he arranged marriages for his nieces and nephews and other-
wise gave assistance to his kin and relations. He repaid his debts
of gratitude tenfold and avenged all his grievances and wrongs.
After he had attended to all these affairs, he went to the ap-
pointed place on the appointed day, and there he found the old
man whistling under the locust trees.
Together they went into the Hua Mountains and ascended the
Cloud Terrace Peak. After they had penetrated into the moun-
tains for about forty li they came to a fine mansion that was un-
like the abode of ordinary men. It was enveloped by bright colored
clouds, and over it hovered cranes that had soared up at their
approach. In the central hall there was a cauldron over nine feet
in height, with purple flames shooting from beneath it and casting
a weird light on the walls, It was surrounded by nine attendant
fairies and guarded by a black dragon in front and a white tiger
in the back.
It was then toward the end of the day. The old man (now no